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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This paper presents an overview of one pqrabkqÿp investigation into student use of Case Center, 
performed as part of the sociology class Studying Student Worlds with Dr. Susan Walzer. The findings 
should be regarded as preliminary and anecdotal, as the research was neither comprehensive enough 
nor broad enough to offer an accurate overview of how students use Case Center. The results are 
unique and non-reproducible, as the research method employed was qualitative data analysis; I 
observed and noted behavior when present in Case Center during the first three weeks of October 2007, 
and interviewed four Skidmore students about their thoughts, experiences, and opinions of Case 
Center.  

I found that @^pb @bkqboÿp il`^qflk) `lksbkfbkqiv `ilpb ql j^kv lqebo fjmlotant buildings on campus, 
plays a significant role in ensuring that students use Case Center. The location is significant because 
students do not perceive Case Center as offering any essential services ü something that provides 
sufficient justification to go to Case Center. Instead, students use Case Center to kill time when they 
have a gap in their schedule that was too small to justify going to another, more compelling location.  

Supporting the conception that students use Case Center to pass the time when they have a small gap 
in their schedule during the day is the volume of traffic Case Center experiences over time. During 
weekdays, when classes occur, Case Center experiences a substantial amount of traffic from both 
students and staff. However, in the evenings and on weekends, Case Center is almost empty. One 
fkqbosfbtbb klqba qe^q peb tfii ādl qeolrde lk qeb tbbhbkap) ^ka fqÿp `ljmibqbiv bjmqv+ @ljmibqbiv+Ă 
When classes are on, students ü particularly those living farther away from the academic buildings, 
such as upperclassmen living in Scribner Village or Northwoods, or off-campus ü find it more 
convenient to spend thirty minutes in Case Center than to travel all the way back to their dorms. 
College staff also use Case Center, especially the Spa, because they find it more convenient to eat at 
Case than to travel off-campus for lunch. 

I noticed that during the evenings and on weekends, mainly freshmen and sophomores use Case 
Center. The Late Night events on the weekend that I attended attracted a predominately younger 
audience, and I recognized more freshmen and sophomores using the computer lounge in the evenings. 
The obvious explanation to this is that Case Center is more convenient because it is closer; fewer 
juniors and seniors live in the dorms, which makes Case Center less attractive as a common area. 
Furthermore, upperclassmen are likely to have well-established social networks, more resources, and 
more living space which makes venturing to a college-wide communal area a less compelling 
alternative to spending time with friends or in their living areas. Freshmen, in particular, are more 
likely to be interested in exploring aspects of the college and finding things to do, which makes Case 
Center more attractive as a location to meet other people and find something to do. 

@^pb @bkqboÿp jlpq s^ir^_ib ^qqof_rqb fp fqp il`^qflk8 qeb pbosf`bp ^ka c^`fifqfbp ^s^fi^_ib ql pqrabkqp at 
Case would ideally try to leverage the baseline traffic Case Center attracts and make Case a more 
attractive il`^qflk ql āhfii qfjbĂ _bqtbbk `i^ppbp+  
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OVERVIEW OF CASE CENTER 
Skidmore College describes the evolution of Case Center as: 

Envisioned as a ācajmrp `bkqboĂ ql āifkh qeb >`^abjf` ^ka obpfabkqf^iĂ ^ob^p lc qeb `^jmrp) ā^ mi^`b 
where everyone crosses paths: students, faculty, staff, special program participants, prospective students, 
^irjkf) `^jmrp sfpfqlop+Ă When Case Center opened in 1974, it included space for an information center, 
student government offices, space for student clubs, organizations, and publications, a snack bar and 
mr_) qeb _llhpqlob) qeb `e^mi^fkÿp lccf`b) ^ka ^ `bkqbo afob`qloÿp lccf`b+   

Over the next twenty-five years, the size of the student body increased significantly, the campus saw 
nearly continuous construction, and offices and programs were moved as the College adapted to its 
changing reality. Toward the end of the 1990s, both Case Center and Ladd Hall were in need of renovation. 
Many of the functions and programs originally located in Case Center had been dispersed across the 
campus, the food service facilities in the Spa were outdated, the academic programs in Ladd Hall needed 
improved classrooms as well as additional offices, and Starbuck Center ü originally created as student 
social space ü was being converted to professional offices.   

These various developments, and the new presence of the Tang Museum on the southern approach to the 
building, occasioned a major renovation of both Case Center and Ladd Hall in 1999.  This construction did 
not alter the missions of Case Center and Ladd Hall.  However, the project did add Porter Plaza, a Faculty 
Pq^cc @ir_) ^ka ^ pj^ii qbibsfpflk ollj %qebÿ-. Ilrkdb&+  Fq ^ipl obil`^qba qeb jriqf`riqro^i ilrkdb 
(renamed the Intercultural Center), staff offices, student activities offices, SGA, and Skidmore News back 
to Case Center from Starbuck Center.  Finally, it improved spaces for the bookstore, post office, office 
services, and food services. (Case Ladd Charge.doc; from Case Center-Ladd Hall Task Force email) 

Case is a three story building in the center of 
the Skidmore College campus, built into the 
side of a small hill. The location places it 
south of the academic buildings, north of the 
athletic buildings, and directly between the 
library and the dining hall. The location is 
interesting, because while it is close to every 
significant building on campus, it is not 
conveniently between them; unless one 
travels to and from the Gym, the Field 
House, or the fields often, Case is not on the 
way. The most noticeable separation is 
between the academic buildings and Case 
Center. Students who live north of Case ü 
namely, those in Jonsson Tower, Howe-
Rounds, Wait Hall, Scribner Village, and 
Northwoods ü can have a full academic day 
at Skidmore without coming near Case 
Center.  

Case Center 


